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Welcome, Head Start Families!

We are so excited to welcome our new and returning families to 
a wonderful new school year in Head Start.  Your children and 
their teachers have been very busy getting to know everyone, 
working on routines and transitions, and diving into the 
concepts of the curriculum.

For this first newsletter, we feel it is important to share some 
information about the curriculum and the engaging learning 
experiences your children will participate in.  Below is a list of 
learning tools and a description of how they help all of our 
young learners get ready for school:

Math Shelf: Math Shelf is an evidence-based Pre-K and 
Kindergarten tablet mathprogram proven to increase students’ 
achievements two years in just six months. Students complete 
lessons on Math Shelf for 20 minutes each week.

GoldFinch:  This is a research-driven, observational and game-
based assessment platform for young children that provides 
teachers with efficient, objective, and actionable insights into 
each child’s developmental progress. Students engage in a 
gamelike activity on an IPad, which provides an assessment of a 
variety of language, math, and cognitive skills each week.

Renaissance Star Early Literacy: Star Assessments provide 
consistent data that helpseducators make informed decisions, 
including next steps, throughout the year. Our students 
complete this assessment at least three times per year. 
Collaborative classrooms complete this assessment monthly.

Creative Curriculum: The Creative Curriculum for Preschool 
empowers children to be confident, creative, and caring 
learners through play-based, hands-on investigations.

Al’s Pals: Al’s Pals is an evidence-based, comprehensive 
social-emotional learning curriculum designed to meet the 
specific needs of preschool children. Al’s Pals promotes skills 
such as self-control, problem-solving, friendship, and healthy 
decision-making.

STEAM Xpress: The STEAM Xpress curriculum integrates 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics 
concepts into unique hands-on applied learning experiences.

Mississippi Beginnings: The Office of Early Childhood provides 
an open-source curriculum for four-year-old preschool 
classrooms (public, private, childcare, home care, Head Start).  
The MS Beginnings: Pre-K curriculum is intended to support 
any preschool teacher in providing rich, play-based, 
intentional, developmentally
appropriate instruction.  When implemented with fidelity, the 
MS Beginnings: Pre-K curriculum builds social-emotional, 
executive function, language, literacy, math, and vocabulary 
skills.

As you can see, we are so fortunate to have access to a wide 
variety of resources and materials to engage our children in 
wonderful learning experiences, and track progress and growth 
throughout the year.  It is always exciting to see our young 
learners grow in all areas of the curriculum.  

In addition to the resources listed above, our caring teachers 
participate in monthly professional development 
opportunities, and they work closely with members of the 
education team to ensure that they implement the curriculum 
with fidelity, and develop inviting, exciting, and 
age-appropriate learning environments and instruction.

The Head Start Education Team is looking forward to meeting 
with families during our monthly parent meetings, at special 
school events, and during family workshops and training.  We 
certainly could not do the important work of helping young 
children get ready for school without the support of our 
wonderful community of families.  We are honored to have the 
opportunity to work with your children and give each and every 
one of them the best head start possible. 

Sincerely,
The Education Team
Ashley Veerkamp, Education Manager
Dinah Thanars, Mentor Coach
LaKeshia Price, Mentor Coach

Welcome, Early Head Start Families!

We are so glad you are a part of our EHS Family!  At Picayune Early Head 
Start, our mission is to help your young child get ready for school, and on 
behalf of the Education Department, we are excited to have the opportunity 
to teach and care for your precious little ones!

During the month of August, the teachers have been busy getting to know the 
children.  They have been working on activities and screenings that help 
them to understand each child’s unique personality, development, abilities, 
and preferences.   We are already seeing wonderful things going on in the 
classrooms as the children have been playing, learning routines, and getting 
to know their new friends and teachers!  We work to ensure that all children 
are making progress through a variety of areas of development including 
physical, cognitive, social-emotional, language, literacy, and mathematics.  
Believe it or not, even our youngest infants have the ability to develop in 
these areas and all of our children are learning and growing every day!

The Picayune EHS program utilizes the Creative Curriculum.  The Creative 
Curriculum is a play-based curriculum designed to foster enthusiasm for 
learning in infants and toddlers by focusing on active exploration, 
individualized learning, and whole-child development across all of the areas 
listed above. All learning and development is promoted through warm, 
trusting relationships and positive interactions.  Each classroom has 
comprehensive, child-friendly resources which our teachers use to design 
inviting learning environments and support children's social-emotional, 
cognitive, language, and physical development.  The Creative Curriculum is 
fully aligned with the Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework and 
Mississippi state standards.  Parents and caregivers are strongly encouraged 
to download the ELOF2Go app or explore the Head Start Interactive Early 
Learning Outcomes Framework to learn about all of the areas of learning 
and development we focus on at school, and how you can help your child 
learn at home.

August was a busy month!  The children and teachers spent time getting to 
know one another, establishing routines, and learning about families.  This 
month, our children learned about containers.  The children and teachers 
described and explored the colors, shapes, functions, and sizes of lots of 
different kinds of containers.  You can extend this learning at home with 
your child and sort, stack, and nest containers of different sizes.  Talk about 
the shapes, colors, sizes and purposes of different containers in your home.  
You’d be surprised how many language, math, and cognitive concepts can be 
developed by simply talking about everyday objects! 

In September, we will discuss different feelings and emotions.  As our 
children grow, we must help them to identify and talk about their feelings.  
Children learn how to manage feelings from observing how the grown-ups in 
their lives experience feelings and recover from strong emotions.  As we help 
our children learn about feelings, they grow in the ability to express 
themselves, get along with others, share, persist with challenging tasks, and 
play together.  Social-emotional learning is foundational for learning in all 
other areas, and helping our children to grow in social-emotional 
development can help to give your child a happy and healthy start in school. 

To help your child at home, name and validate your child’s many feelings.  
You can say “I see you feel happy because we are going to the park,” or “I see 
that you are mad that you can’t have the cookie before dinner.”  Remember, 
there are no “bad” feelings, but there are strong feelings, and it is our job to 
help our children to express these feelings and work through them so they 
can recover, and get back to playing and learning

Looking ahead, September is National Literacy Month!  We are so fortunate 
to have a beautiful library so close by!  Please take advantage of the library by 
getting your library card, and bringing your child to enjoy and check out 
books!  Children learn so much more rich language through literature than 
they do through conversational speech or screen time.  Reading with your 
child- even with the youngest infants can help build strong language and 
pre-reading skills, and gives your child the happy, safe feeling of listening to 
a story on the lap of his or her favorite person.  For more information on the 
benefits of reading with your young child, please visit 
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/13-things-babies-learn-when-we-
read-them.

The Education Team is looking forward to seeing you in upcoming Family 
Meetings and working together to help our children grow and learn!  It is an 
important and exciting time for your little one as we give them the very best 
head start possible.  We certainly could not do this joyful work without you, 
and we are so grateful for your support.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to anyone in our department if you have 
questions or would like to learn more about how to support your child’s 
learning and development.

Have a Wonderful September!
  
Sincerely,
Jessica Stubbs, Education Director
Charlotte Nixon, Education Manager, Rosa and Nicholson
Robette Watts, Education Manager, Annie’s and PRCC
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TEACHERS OF THE MONTH

ERSEA

FAMILY SERVICES

Cherielyn Dannemiller
Annie's Kindergarten & 

Daycare

Monysha Gibson, CDA
EHS-Rosa Site



5. Breakfast: French Toast, Mandarin Oranges,
Milk, Water

Lunch: Cheese Pizza, Sliced Baked Potatoes, 
Applesauce, Milk, Water

5. Breakfast: French Toast, Mandarin Oranges,
Milk, Water

Lunch: Cheese Pizza, Sliced Baked Potatoes, 
Applesauce, Milk, Water

Teachers of the Month
Early Head Start Rosa

Poplarville Head Start Teachers

SEPTEMBER 2025 (Head Start / Early Head Start Center-Based Menu) 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

Picayune School District Early Childhood Programs - (601) 799-4702 

● Early Head Start - Rosa ● Early Head Start – Nicholson ● EHS CCP – Annie’s Kindergarten & Daycare 
● EHS CCP – Pearl River Community College Child Development Lab School ● PSD Pre-K Program ● PSD 

Head Start – Picayune ● PSD Head Start – Poplarville 

9. Breakfast: Biscuit with Egg Patty, 
Mandarin Oranges, Milk, Water

Lunch: Hamburger Steak w/ Gravy, 
Green Peas, Fresh Baked Roll, 
Strawberries, Milk, Water

15.  Breakfast: Cheese Toast, 
Apple Sauce, Milk, Water

Lunch: Chili on Bun, Yam Patty, 
Strawberries, Milk, Water

16.  Breakfast: Grits, Mandarin 
Oranges, Milk, Water

Lunch: Cheesy Chicken w/Rice, 
Turnip Greens, Corn Bread, Diced 
Pears, Applesauce, Milk, Water

17. Breakfast: Oatmeal, Diced 
Peaches, Milk, Water

Lunch: BBQ Chicken on Bun, Sliced 
Baked Potatoes, Diced Pineapple, 
Milk, Water

18. Breakfast: Biscuit with Egg 
Patty, Applesauce, Milk, Water

Lunch: Hamburger on Bun, 
Broccoli, Diced Peaches, Milk, 
Water

19. Breakfast: Chex Cinnamon Cereal, 
Diced Pears, Milk, Water

Lunch: Baked Chicken Tenders, Fresh 
Baked Roll, Steamed Carrots, Mandarin 
Oranges  Milk, Water

10. Breakfast: Rice Chex Cereal, 
Diced Pineapple, Milk, Water

Lunch: Grilled Chicken on Bun, 
Broccoli, Diced Pears, Milk, 
Water

11. Breakfast: Grits, Applesauce, 
Milk, Water

Lunch: Cheese Pizza, Steamed 
Carrots, Diced Peaches, Milk, 
Water

12. Breakfast: Waffle, Kiwi, Milk, 
Water

Lunch: Hamburger on Bun, Sweet 
Potato Fries, Applesauce, Milk, 
Water

8.  Breakfast: Oatmeal, Diced 
Peaches, Milk, Water

Lunch: Spaghetti & Meat 
Sauce, Spinach, Fresh Baked 
Roll, Milk, Water

3.  Breakfast: Chex Cinnamon Cereal, 
Diced Pineapple, Milk, Water

Lunch: Spaghetti & Meat Sauce, 
Steamed Carrots, Fresh Baked Roll, 
Blueberries, Milk, Water

24. Breakfast: Chex Cinnamon 
Cereal, Diced Pineapple, Milk, Water

Lunch: Spaghetti & Meat Sauce, 
Steamed Carrots, Fresh Baked Roll, 
Blueberries, Milk, Water

2. Breakfast: Cheesy Grits, Diced 
Peaches, Milk, Water

Lunch: Red Beans and Rice, Spinach, 
Fresh Baked Roll, Mandarin Oranges 
Milk, Water

23. Breakfast: Cheesy Grits, Diced 
Peaches, Milk, Water

Lunch: Red Beans and Rice, Spinach, 
Fresh Baked Roll, Mandarin Oranges 
Milk, Water

1. Labor day 

22. Breakfast: French Toast, 
Applesauce, Milk, Water

Lunch: Hamburger on Bun, Baked 
Sliced Potatoes, Strawberries, 
Milk, Water

4. Breakfast: Oatmeal, Mandarin 
Oranges, Milk, Water

Lunch: Grilled Chicken on Bun, 
Baked Beans, Diced Pears, Milk, 
Water

25. Breakfast: Oatmeal, Mandarin 
Oranges, Milk, Water

Lunch: Grilled Chicken on Bun, 
Baked Beans, Diced Pears, Milk, 
Water

5. Breakfast: Biscuit with Egg 
Patty, Diced Peaches, Milk, Water

Lunch: Cheese Pizza, Sliced Baked 
Potatoes, Strawberries, Milk, 
Water

26. Breakfast: Biscuit with Egg 
Patty, Diced Peaches, Milk, Water

Lunch: Cheese Pizza, Sliced Baked 
Potatoes, Strawberries, Milk, 
Water

30. Breakfast: Biscuit with Egg Patty, 
Mandarin Oranges, Milk, Water

Lunch: Hamburger Steak w/ Gravy, 
Green Peas, Fresh Baked Roll, 
Strawberries, Milk, Water

1. Breakfast: Rice Chex Cereal, 
Diced Pineapple, Milk, Water

Lunch: Grilled Chicken on Bun, 
Broccoli, Diced Pears, Milk, 
Water

2. Breakfast: Grits, Applesauce, 
Milk, Water

Lunch: Cheese Pizza, Steamed 
Carrots, Diced Peaches, Milk, 
Water

3. Breakfast: Waffle, Kiwi, Milk, 
Water

Lunch: Hamburger on Bun, Sweet 
Potato Fries, Applesauce, Milk, 
Water

29.  Breakfast: Oatmeal, Diced 
Peaches, Milk, Water

Lunch: Spaghetti & Meat Sauce, 
Spinach, Fresh Baked Roll, 
Milk, Water

Ola Faye Kendrick, HS Floater
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MENTAL HEALTH DISABILITY SERVICES


